3562 PRODUCTION

Ontario now has the largest output as well as the greatest variety of mineral pro-
ducts of any of the provinces.

. As the building of the Canadian Pacific led to the discovery of the vast nickel-
copper deposits of the Sudbury area in 1883, so did the construction of the Timis-
kaming and Northern Ontario railway lead to the discovery of the world-famous
silver deposits of Cobalt in 1903 and indirectly to the great gold deposits of Por-
cupine in 1909 and Kirkland lake in 1911. The finding of these gold-bearing areas
has made Ontario one of the great centres of the gold production of the world.

The first discovery of silver in the Cobalt district was made in 1903, and the
output of silver, commencing in 1904, increased rapidly until 1911, when 31,507,791
oz. were obtained. Since that time the production has been declining, but the
life of the camp has been prolonged by the finding of “blind” veins, and especially
by improvements in metallurgy, notably the ‘flotation” process, which turned
waste dumps into valuable ore, and enabled low-grade wall rock to be profitably
mined. Recently, because of the discovery in South Lorrain, a camp which had
been practically abandoned, of high-grade ore quite equal in quality to the best
ever mined in Cobalt proper, silver production is again rising. Another outlying
camp established at a short distance from Cobalt is Gowganda.

The nickel deposits of the Sudbury district are the most important known
source of nickel and supply a very large portion of the world’s requirements of
that metal. The deposits are so large that, in so far at least as this generation and
the succeeding generation are concerned, they may be said to be inexhaustible.
Ontario has produced more than 5,000,000 tons of iron ore and concentrates since
1869, the largest production being recorded in 1915, when 394,054 short tons were
produced. The annual consumption of iron ore in the province averages normally
about 1,000,000 short tons, but the bulk of this comes from the United States.
Lead of a high grade is produced at the Kingdon mine, near Galetta.

Practically all the commercial non-metallic minerals, with the exception of coal,
are produced in the province. Among them such minerals as corundum, graphite,
mica and tale, and the feldspar deposits are of exceptionally high grade.

The production of building materials is influenced by the exient of construction
operations, but resources in this division are ample to meet the demand for products
such as ornamental marble, limestone, granite, sand and gravel, lime, cement, brick

and tile.
8.—Mineral Production of Ontario, 1922-1924.

1922, 1923. 1924,
Products.
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value, Quantity. Value.
MeTALLIC— $ $ $

Arsenie, white. . .... 1b. - - 5,158,617 582,785 | 3,745,225 313,281
Bismuth............ “ - - - - 12,863 27,913
Cobalt.............. “ 569,960 | 1,852,370 888,061 | 2,530,974 048.704 | 1,682,395
Copper......c........ “ ) 10,043,636 | 1,464,477 | 31,656,800 | 4,565,227 | 37,113,193 4,833,622
Gold............. fine oz.] 1,000,340 | 20,678,862 971,704 | 20,086,904 | 1,241,728 [ 25,668,795
Iron ore, sold for ex-

port. ... ......... tons - - 5,358 18,878 - -
Ironm, pig, from Cana-

dianorel...... . ... “ 8,095 178,980 20,739 432,298 3,696 92,400
Lead............... Ib. | 2,890,397 180,216 | 4,401,494 315,983 | 5,055,368 409,687
Nickel.......ov..... « | 17.597.123 | 6,158,903 | 62,453,843 | 18,332,077 | 69,536,350 | 19,470,178
Platinum. ........ fine oz. 458 44,709 1,210 141,010 9,181 1,090,858
Palladium.......... 2 724 47,060 1,732 138,560 8,923 811,993
Rhodium, ruthenium,

osmium, iridium.. ¥ 391 31,280 3042 45,000 593 51,120
Silver.............. “ | 10,811,963 | 7,300,305 | 10,540,943 | 6,838,226 | 11,272,567 7.527,933

'The total production of blast-furnace pig-iron in Ontario in 1922 was 293,662 tons, valued at $6,493,513;
in 1923 it was 674,428 tons, valued at $15,995,496; and in 1924 it was 415,971 tons, valued at $9,484,139.
2 Rhodium and iridiem.



